STUDENT EMPLOYABILITY PROFILE  - Area Studies


STUDENT EMPLOYABILITY PROFILE TEMPLATE – AREA STUDIES
GENERIC EMPLOYABILITY COMPETENCIES
	Subject Benchmark Indicators

© The Quality Assurance Agency for Higher Education
	Cognitive Skills The ability to identify, and solve problems, work with information and handle a mass of diverse data, assess risk and draw conclusions.
	Generic Competencies High level and transferable key skills such as the ability to work with others in a team, communicate, persuade and have interpersonal sensitivity.
	Personal Capabilities The ability and desire to learn for oneself and improve ones self-awareness, emotional intelligence and performance. To be a self-starter (creativity, decisiveness, initiative) and to finish the job (flexibility, adaptability, tolerance to stress).
	Technical Ability For example, having the knowledge and experience of working with relevant modern technology.
	Business and / or Organisation Awareness An appreciation of how businesses operate through having had (preferably relevant) work experience. Appreciation of organisational culture, policies and processes
	Practical and Professional Elements Critical evaluation of the outcomes of professional practice, reflect and review own practice participate in and review quality control processes and risk management

	Use and critical interrogate a range of primary and secondary written, and/or oral and/or visual sources, in their original language, where appropriate
	Analysis

Judgement 

Attention to Detail
	
	Initiative

Achievement Orientation
	
	
	

	Understand and  appreciate relevant scholarship originating from both within and outside the area studied
	Analysis

Judgement 

Attention to Detail
	
	Initiative

Achievement Orientation
	
	
	

	Recognise the multifaceted nature of the field and its complex relationship to other disciplines and interdisciplinary formations
	Analysis

Judgement 

Attention to Detail
	
	Initiative

Achievement Orientation

Creativity
	
	
	

	Understand key methods and concepts of contributory disciplines and interdisciplinary formations
	Analysis

Judgement 

Attention to Detail
	
	Initiative

Achievement Orientation
	
	Process Operation
	

	Develop an awareness of the dynamics of change in the subject area
	Analysis

Judgement 

Attention to Detail
	
	
	
	
	

	Display a critical appreciation of the field within a world context
	Analysis

Judgement 

Attention to Detail
	
	Initiative

Achievement Orientation
	
	
	

	Develop the ability to understand an area, whether studied through several disciplines or through interdisciplinary approaches
	Analysis

Judgement 

Attention to Detail
	
	Initiative

Achievement Orientation
	
	
	Professional Expertise

	Exhibit an informed sense of the similarities and differences between areas, thus fostering cross-cultural and international perspectives
	Analysis

Judgement 

Attention to Detail
	
	Initiative

Achievement Orientation

Creativity
	
	
	

	Engage critically with the area developed within a coherent framework of disciplines and interdisciplinary formations, such as anthropology, archaeology, art history, cultural studies, economics, film and media studies, geography, history, language(s) other than English, literature, philosophy, politics and sociology
	Analysis

Judgement 

Attention to Detail
	
	Initiative

Achievement Orientation

Creativity

Questioning
	
	
	Professional Expertise

	Display the capacity to assess the merits of contrasting methodologies and theories
	Analysis

Judgement 

Attention to Detail
	
	Initiative

Achievement Orientation

Creativity

Questioning
	
	
	

	Develop the ability to integrate a diverse range of appropriate primary and secondary materials, such as literary and historical texts, oral interviews, sound recordings, visual screenings of events, places and people, and internet sites
	Analysis

Judgement 

Attention to Detail
	Interpersonal Sensitivity
	Initiative

Achievement Orientation

Creativity

Questioning

Listening
	
	
	Professional Expertise

	Command a range of techniques and methodologies, such as bibliographical, library and internet research skills, proficiency in reading and textual analysis, adeptness in visual analysis, appreciation of theoretical models, alertness to different interpretations of issues and events, and, where appropriate, the ability to deploy skills in a language other than English, as a medium for understanding another culture
	Analysis

Judgement 

Attention to Detail
	Interpersonal Sensitivity
	Initiative

Achievement Orientation

Creativity

Questioning

Listening
	Technical Application
	
	Professional Expertise

	Read and use materials both incisively and with sensitivity
	Analysis

Judgement 

Attention to Detail
	Interpersonal Sensitivity
	Creativity

Questioning

Listening
	
	
	

	Identify and resolve problems
	Analysis

Judgement 

Attention to Detail
	
	Questioning

Decisiveness
	
	
	

	Communicate ideas with clarity, coherence and persuasiveness
	
	Written Communication
	Questioning

Listening

Influencing
	
	
	

	Synthesise information, adopt critical appraisals, and develop reasoned argument based on such appraisals
	Analysis

Judgement 

Attention to Detail
	
	Questioning

Decisiveness
	
	
	

	Select and apply appropriate methodologies and theories


	Analysis

Judgement 

Attention to Detail
	
	Questioning

Decisiveness
	
	
	

	Critically reflect upon the scope and limitations of what has been ascertained and understood
	Analysis

Judgement 

Attention to Detail
	
	Questioning

Decisiveness
	
	
	

	Analyse issues proficiently in the light of evidence and argument
	Analysis

Judgement 

Attention to Detail
	
	
	
	
	

	Work with a significant amount of independence, demonstrated in self-direction, self-management and intellectual initiative both in learning and studying and in time management
	Analysis

Judgement 

Attention to Detail
	Interpersonal Sensitivity

Planning and Organising
	Initiative

Achievement Orientation

Creativity

Questioning

Listening
	Technical Application
	
	Professional Expertise

	Develop the ability to present materials in written form, with clarity in the use of language, professional referencing, and lucid and effective layout, including tables, diagrams, graphics and illustrations, where appropriate
	Analysis

Judgement 

Attention to Detail
	Written Communication
	Initiative

Achievement Orientation

Creativity

Questioning

Listening
	Technical Application
	
	Professional Expertise

	Present materials orally in a clear and effective manner, using audio-visual aids, where appropriate, and answering questions from an audience
	
	Interpersonal Sensitivity

Planning and Organising
	Initiative

Achievement Orientation

Questioning

Listening

Influencing
	Technical Application
	
	Professional Expertise

	Listen effectively, and work creatively, flexibly and adaptively with others
	
	Teamworking/Working with Others
	Questioning

Listening

Adaptability/Flexibility
	
	
	

	Write and think under pressure, and meet deadlines
	
	Written Communication
	Adaptability/Flexibility

Achievement Orientation

Stress Tolerance
	
	
	

	Use a range of IT resources, including word processing, email, databases and text files, and locate, employ and evaluate internet sites
	
	
	
	Technical Application
	
	

	Show proficiency in a language other than English, where appropriate to the specific programme
	Analysis

Judgement 

Attention to Detail
	Written Communication
	Achievement Orientation

Creativity

Questioning

Listening
	
	
	Professional Expertise

	Demonstrate detailed knowledge of, and a critical engagement with, the area as defined by the programme provider
	Analysis

Judgement 

Attention to Detail
	
	
	
	
	Professional Expertise

	Recognise, represent and critically reflect upon ideas and concepts from other cultures
	Analysis

Judgement 

Attention to Detail
	Interpersonal Sensitivity
	Questioning

Listening
	
	
	Professional Expertise

	Demonstrate awareness and understanding of relevant vocabulary of contributory methodologies and theories, and the capacity to assess the merits of contrasting approach
	Analysis

Judgement 

Attention to Detail
	
	Adaptability/Flexibility
	
	
	Professional Expertise

	Apply and differentiate between concepts from different disciplines and/or interdisciplinary approaches as means of understanding the area under study
	Analysis

Judgement 

Attention to Detail
	
	Adaptability/Flexibility
	
	
	Professional Expertise

	Demonstrate awareness of, and ability to use and evaluate, a diverse range of relevant information and research resources, including major internet-based resources
	Analysis

Judgement 

Attention to Detail
	
	Adaptability/Flexibility
	Technical Knowledge

Technical Application
	Process Operation
	Professional Expertise

	Acquire language skills as required by specific language courses, and ability to make effective use of language skills in parts of the programme outside the specific language courses.
	Analysis

Judgement 

Attention to Detail
	
	Adaptability/Flexibility

Questioning

Listening

Creativity
	
	
	Professional Expertise

	Identify, represent and debate a range of issues and differing opinions
	Analysis

Judgement 

Attention to Detail
	
	Adaptability/Flexibility Questioning

Listening

Influencing


	
	
	Professional Expertise

	Identify and analyse problems using relevant approaches, and reflect upon the scope and limitations of what has been ascertained and understood
	Analysis

Judgement 

Attention to Detail
	
	
	
	
	Professional Expertise

	Synthesise information, adopt critical appraisals, and develop reasoned argument based on such appraisals
	Analysis

Judgement 

Attention to Detail
	
	Adaptability/Flexibility Questioning

Listening

Influencing


	
	
	Professional Expertise

	Communicate ideas with clarity, coherence and persuasiveness;
	
	
	Questioning

Listening

Influencing
	
	
	

	Work independently and to deadlines within a guided framework, with a capacity to define problems/questions and to know how to set about finding answers
	Analysis

Judgement 

Attention to Detail
	
	Adaptability/Flexibility Questioning

Listening

Influencing

Initiative

Achievement Orientation


	
	Process Operation
	Professional Expertise

	Reflect on personal learning and respond productively to constructive feedback
	
	
	Questioning

Listening

Personal Development
	
	
	

	Employ effective essay and report writing skills showing ability to integrate and critically assess material from a variety of sources
	Analysis

Judgement 

Attention to Detail
	Written Communication
	Questioning
	
	
	

	Develop collaborative skills in group work, and contribute creatively, flexibly and adaptively to the achievement of shared goals
	
	Teamworking/Working with Others
	Adaptability/Flexibility Questioning

Listening

Influencing

Initiative

Achievement Orientation

Creativity
	
	
	

	Utilise proficiently a range of it resources such as word processing, use email, search databases and text files, and locate, employ and evaluate internet sites.
	
	
	
	Technical Application
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