STUDENT EMPLOYABILITY PROFILE  - Optometry


STUDENT EMPLOYABILITY PROFILE TEMPLATE – OPTOMETRY
GENERIC EMPLOYABILITY COMPETENCIES

	Subject Benchmark Indicators

© The Quality Assurance Agency for Higher Education
	Cognitive Skills The ability to identify, and solve problems, work with information and handle a mass of diverse data, assess risk and draw conclusions.
	Generic Competencies High level and transferable key skills such as the ability to work with others in a team, communicate, persuade and have interpersonal sensitivity.
	Personal Capabilities The ability and desire to learn for oneself and improve ones self-awareness, emotional intelligence and performance. To be a self-starter (creativity, decisiveness, initiative) and to finish the job (flexibility, adaptability, tolerance to stress).
	Technical Ability For example, having the knowledge and experience of working with relevant modern technology.
	Business and / or Organisation Awareness An appreciation of how businesses operate through having had (preferably relevant) work experience. Appreciation of organisational culture, policies and processes
	Practical and Professional Elements Critical evaluation of the outcomes of professional practice, reflect and review own practice participate in and review quality control processes and risk management

	Develop broad and integrated knowledge of the theoretical and applied principles of the anatomical, physiological and perceptual aspects of the visual system
	Analysis

Judgement

Attention to Detail
	
	
	
	
	Professional Expertise

	Develop detailed knowledge of structural and functional anomalies of the visual system, their investigation and correction
	Analysis

Judgement

Attention to Detail
	
	
	
	
	Professional Expertise

	Develop an understanding of ocular and systemic disease to a level necessary for them to function as effective primary care optometric practitioners
	Analysis

Judgement

Attention to Detail
	
	
	
	
	Professional Expertise

	Demonstrate detailed knowledge of a wide-range of optical appliances (including related European and international standards) and the ability to dispense satisfactorily to patients
	Analysis

Judgement

Attention to Detail
	
	
	Technical Knowledge
	
	Professional Expertise

	Demonstrate an awareness of the legal, ethical and commercial restraints and constraints within which optometry operates, including legislation relating to the use and supply of ophthalmic drugs
	Analysis

Judgement

Attention to Detail
	
	
	
	Process Operation

Commercial Awareness
	Professional Expertise

	Develop knowledge of occupational visual standards so that they may offer appropriate advice to patients
	Analysis

Judgement

Attention to Detail
	
	
	
	Process Operation
	Professional Expertise

	Demonstrate an ability to translate theory into practice in a clinical setting
	Analysis

Judgement

Attention to Detail
	
	
	
	
	Professional Expertise

	Develop interpersonal skills to enable effective  communication with all types of patients and other health care professionals
	
	Interpersonal Sensitivity

Teamwork

Working with Others
	
	
	
	Professional Expertise

Image

	Develop an understanding of the role of optometry as a primary health care profession within the framework of the health care delivery system of the United Kingdom
	Analysis

Judgement

Attention to Detail
	
	
	
	Organisation Understanding
	Professional Expertise

	Develop an understanding of methods for correcting refractive errors by procedures altering dimensions of the eye
	Analysis

Judgement

Attention to Detail
	
	
	
	Process Operation
	Professional Expertise

	Demonstrate sound scientific knowledge of the discipline in support of clinical practice and lifelong learning
	Analysis

Judgement

Attention to Detail
	
	Lifelong Learning and Development
	
	
	Professional Expertise

	Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the fundamental scientific principles relevant to the practice of optometry in the context of primary eye care
	Analysis

Judgement

Attention to Detail
	
	
	
	
	Professional Expertise

	Demonstrate knowledge of the scientific principles of biomedical sciences. This should be applied to the detection, recognition, diagnosis, prevention and management of systemic conditions that can present in patients seeking primary eye care
	Analysis

Judgement

Attention to Detail
	
	
	
	
	Professional Expertise

	Demonstrate knowledge of the scientific principles of visual perception and psychology. This should be applied to the conduct of an eye examination through varied approaches to interpersonal communication and in the recognition and management of those developmental changes in human behaviour that can present in patients seeking primary eye care. 
	Analysis

Judgement

Attention to Detail
	Interpersonal Sensitivity
	Listening

Questioning

Decisiveness

Influencing
	
	
	Professional Expertise

	Demonstrate awareness of the importance of critical periods in visual development in relation to optometric procedures
	Analysis

Judgement

Attention to Detail
	
	
	
	
	Professional Expertise

	Demonstrate knowledge of the scientific principles of geometrical, physical and visual optics. This should be applied to the detection, recognition, diagnosis, prevention and management of refractive, oculomotor and sensory integrative conditions that can present in patients seeking primary eye care
	Analysis

Judgement

Attention to Detail
	
	
	
	
	Professional Expertise

	Examine patients safely and competently under the personal supervision of an experienced optometrist.  
	Analysis

Judgement

Attention to Detail
	
	
	
	
	Professional Expertise

	Apply own knowledge of basic science and the undergraduate clinical experience to the investigation, prevention, diagnosis and management of visual disorders
	Analysis

Judgement

Attention to Detail
	
	
	
	
	Professional Expertise

	Develop awareness of the normal development of the visual system and of the disruptive effects on development of congenital and infantile abnormalities. 
	Analysis

Judgement

Attention to Detail
	
	
	
	
	Professional Expertise

	Be competent in the diagnosis and management of (functional and developmental) visual conditions such as ametropia, heterophoria, heterotropia and other anomalies of binocular vision
	Analysis

Judgement

Attention to Detail
	
	
	
	
	Professional Expertise

	Demonstrate familiarity with the design, materials and optical principles of spectacles, low vision aids and contact lenses
	Analysis

Judgement

Attention to Detail
	
	
	Technical Knowledge
	
	Professional Expertise

	Dispense appliances, instruct patients in their safe and efficient use, monitor progress with the appliance and assist patients to achieve maximum visual performance
	Analysis

Judgement

Attention to Detail
	
	
	
	Process Operation
	Professional Expertise

	Demonstrate detailed knowledge of anterior segment physiology and pathology to ensure that ocular integrity is maintained in contact lens wear
	Analysis

Judgement

Attention to Detail
	
	
	
	
	Professional Expertise

	Advise patients on occupational, sporting and protective ophthalmic appliances and to dispense the appropriate appliance to the required standards
	Analysis

Judgement

Attention to Detail
	
	
	
	Process Operation
	Professional Expertise

	Understand  the optical principles of widely used ophthalmic instruments
	Analysis

Judgement

Attention to Detail
	
	
	
	
	Professional Expertise

	Distinguish morbid ocular and visual conditions from normal variations
	Analysis

Judgement

Attention to Detail
	
	
	
	
	Professional Expertise

	Utilise the principles of visual physiology and pharmacology to co-management of ocular abnormality and make appropriate management decisions including monitoring or referral for medical opinion
	Analysis

Judgement

Attention to Detail
	
	Decisiveness
	
	
	Professional Expertise

	Understand the general principles of pharmaceutics, pharmacology and toxicology and be familiar with the more common systemic medications
	Analysis

Judgement

Attention to Detail
	
	
	
	
	Professional Expertise

	Become capable of monitoring and reporting ocular adverse reactions to systemic medication. 
	Analysis

Judgement

Attention to Detail
	
	
	
	
	Professional Expertise

	Demonstrate detailed knowledge of the pharmacological principles underlying the use of drugs to facilitate optometric examination and the diagnosis and treatment of ocular disease
	Analysis

Judgement

Attention to Detail
	
	
	
	
	Professional Expertise

	Demonstrate knowledge of the law relating to sale and supply of ophthalmic preparations as specified by the Medicines Act (1968) and subsequent Statutory Instruments
	Analysis

Judgement

Attention to Detail
	
	
	
	Process Operation
	Professional Expertise

	Understand common systemic diseases which may have ocular manifestations and will be aware of adverse ocular reactions that may be induced by medical management of common systemic diseases
	Analysis

Judgement

Attention to Detail
	
	
	
	
	Professional Expertise

	Communicate effectively with patients and colleagues
	
	Interpersonal Sensitivity

Working with Others
	Listening

Questioning
	
	
	Professional Expertise

Image

	Understand the application of IT to practice management
	
	
	
	Technical Application
	
	

	Review the evidence-base for clinical interventions and have sufficient statistical knowledge to evaluate critically clinical research findings
	Analysis

Judgement

Attention to Detail
	
	
	
	
	Professional Expertise

	Appreciate the major issues relevant to the future development of optometric practice
	Analysis

Judgement

Attention to Detail
	
	
	
	
	Professional Expertise

	Apply flexibility in addressing clinical problems of an unfamiliar nature
	Analysis

Judgement

Attention to Detail
	
	Adaptability/Flexibility
	
	
	Professional Expertise

	Demonstrate the ability to maintain clear, accurate and appropriate records
	Analysis

Judgement

Attention to Detail
	
	
	
	Process Operation
	Professional Expertise

	Develop communication skills, covering both written and oral communication and the ability to relate to various social and ethnic groups
	Analysis

Judgement

Attention to Detail
	Interpersonal Sensitivity

Written Communication
	Listening

Questioning
	
	
	Professional Expertise

	Exhibit numeracy skills to evaluate data generated through audit and research
	Analysis

Judgement

Attention to Detail
	
	
	
	Process Operation
	Professional Expertise

	Demonstrate critical evaluation of relevant literature
	Analysis

Judgement

Attention to Detail
	
	
	
	
	Professional Expertise

	Demonstrate time management and organisational skills
	
	Planning and Organising
	
	
	
	

	Demonstrate problem-solving skills relating to qualitative and quantitative information
	Analysis

Judgement

Attention to Detail
	
	
	
	
	Professional Expertise

	Demonstrate computation skills involving word processing, data manipulation and IT skills for self-directed and lifelong learning
	
	
	
	Technical Application
	
	

	Demonstrate awareness of own  role within the NHS and health care framework
	
	
	
	
	Organisation Understanding

Organisational Awareness
	

	Develop sufficient learning skills to sustain lifelong learning and continuing professional development
	
	
	Lifelong Learning and Development
	
	
	Professional Expertise

	Demonstrate familiarity with the scientific principles underpinning clinical practice
	Analysis

Judgement

Attention to Detail
	
	
	
	
	Professional Expertise

	Demonstrate competency in carrying out an eye examination with an appropriate level of autonomy within the context of ethical requirements under appropriate supervisory arrangements
	Analysis

Judgement

Attention to Detail
	
	
	
	
	Professional Expertise

	Develop the ability to use transferable skills in information technology, numeracy and communication
	Analysis

Judgement

Attention to Detail
	Written Communication
	Listening

Questioning

Influencing
	
	Technical Application
	Professional Expertise
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