STUDENT EMPLOYABILITY PROFILE  - Sociology


STUDENT EMPLOYABILITY PROFILE TEMPLATE – SOCIOLOGY
GENERIC EMPLOYABILITY COMPETENCIES

	Subject Benchmark Indicators

© The Quality Assurance Agency for Higher Education
	Cognitive Skills The ability to identify, and solve problems, work with information and handle a mass of diverse data, assess risk and draw conclusions.
	Generic Competencies High level and transferable key skills such as the ability to work with others in a team, communicate, persuade and have interpersonal sensitivity.
	Personal Capabilities The ability and desire to learn for oneself and improve ones self-awareness, emotional intelligence and performance. To be a self-starter (creativity, decisiveness, initiative) and to finish the job (flexibility, adaptability, tolerance to stress).
	Technical Ability For example, having the knowledge and experience of working with relevant modern technology.
	Business and / or Organisation Awareness An appreciation of how businesses operate through having had (preferably relevant) work experience. Appreciation of organisational culture, policies and processes
	Practical and Professional Elements Critical evaluation of the outcomes of professional practice, reflect and review own practice participate in and review quality control processes and risk management

	Understand key concepts and theoretical approaches that have been developed and are developing within Sociology
	Analysis

Judgement

Attention to Detail
	
	
	
	
	Professional Expertise

	Develop an awareness of social context, of the nature of social processes, and of social diversity and inequality
	Analysis

Judgement

Attention to Detail
	
	Listening

Questioning
	
	
	Professional Expertise

	Understand  the value of comparative analysis
	Analysis

Judgement

Attention to Detail
	
	
	
	
	Professional Expertise

	Understand the relationship between individuals, groups and social institutions
	Analysis

Judgement

Attention to Detail
	Interpersonal Sensitivity
	
	
	Organisational Understanding
	Professional Expertise

	Understand the role of culture in social life
	Analysis

Judgement

Attention to Detail
	
	
	
	
	Professional Expertise

	Understand the social processes underpinning social change
	Analysis

Judgement

Attention to Detail
	
	
	
	
	Professional Expertise

	Understand the nature and appropriate use of diverse research strategies and methods in gaining sociological knowledge
	Analysis

Judgement

Attention to Detail
	
	
	
	Process Operation
	Professional Expertise

	Understanding of the relationship between sociological argument and evidence
	Analysis

Judgement

Attention to Detail
	
	
	
	
	Professional Expertise

	Develop an awareness of the distinctive character of Sociology in relation to other forms of understanding, such as its relation to other disciplines and to everyday explanations
	Analysis

Judgement

Attention to Detail
	
	
	
	
	Professional Expertise

	Learn to appraise theories and to assess them in relation to evidence
	Analysis

Judgement

Attention to Detail
	
	
	
	
	Professional Expertise

	Develop a critical awareness of the social world. Those who study the social world are, at the same time, members of that world, and Sociology aims to encourage self-reflection on the nature of our knowledge of the social
	Analysis

Judgement

Attention to Detail
	Interpersonal Sensitivity
	Lifelong Learning and Development
	
	Organisational Sensitivity
	Professional Expertise

	Understand that sociological knowledge provides a basis for examining social, public, and civic policy
	Analysis

Judgement

Attention to Detail
	
	
	
	
	Professional Expertise

	Understand the distinctively social standpoint of Sociology and the explanatory value of social analysis. This necessarily includes familiarity with the analysis of a variety of forms of human interaction, from micro to macro, their interconnections, and their dynamics
	Analysis

Judgement

Attention to Detail
	
	
	
	
	Professional Expertise

	Appreciate the use of Sociological insights, the systematic connection that Sociologists make between the individual and the social is an important expression of this.
	Analysis

Judgement

Attention to Detail
	
	
	
	
	Professional Expertise

	Understand that the role and significance of theory and evidence in the discipline is also a key element in subject knowledge and innovative thinking in Sociology
	Analysis

Judgement

Attention to Detail
	
	
	
	
	Professional Expertise

	Develop general cognitive abilities and skills
	Analysis

Judgement

Attention to Detail
	
	
	
	
	Professional Expertise

	Demonstrate discipline-specific abilities and skills, defined as core capacities within the discipline of Sociology itself;
	Analysis

Judgement

Attention to Detail
	
	
	
	
	Professional Expertise

	Exhibit skills in judging and evaluating evidence
	Analysis

Judgement

Attention to Detail
	
	Decisiveness
	
	
	Professional Expertise

	Appreciate the complexity and diversity of social situations
	Analysis

Judgement

Attention to Detail
	Interpersonal Sensitivity
	
	
	
	Professional Expertise

	Assess the merits of competing theories and explanations
	Analysis

Judgement

Attention to Detail
	
	
	
	
	Professional Expertise

	Gather retrieve and synthesis information
	Analysis

Judgement

Attention to Detail
	
	
	
	
	Professional Expertise

	Make reasoned arguments interpreting evidence and texts
	Analysis

Judgement

Attention to Detail
	
	Influencing

Listening

Questioning
	
	
	Professional Expertise

	Develop the ability to reflect on own accumulation of knowledge
	
	
	Personal Development
	
	
	

	Develop the ability to formulate and investigate sociologically informed questions 
	Analysis

Judgement

Attention to Detail
	
	
	
	
	Professional Expertise

	Develop competence in using major theoretical perspectives and concepts in Sociology, and their application to social life
	Analysis

Judgement

Attention to Detail
	
	
	
	
	Professional Expertise

	Demonstrate the capacity to analyse, assess, and communicate empirical sociological information
	Analysis

Judgement

Attention to Detail
	Written Communication
	Listening

Questioning
	
	
	Professional Expertise

	Identify a range of different research strategies and methods and to comment on their relative advantages and disadvantages
	Analysis

Judgement

Attention to Detail
	
	
	
	Process Operation
	Professional Expertise

	Develop the ability to conduct sociological research in a preliminary way
	Analysis

Judgement

Attention to Detail
	
	
	
	Process Operation
	Professional Expertise

	Develop the ability to undertake and present scholarly work
	Analysis

Judgement

Attention to Detail
	
	Initiative

Achievement Orientation
	
	
	Professional Expertise

	Develop the ability to understand the ethical implications of sociological enquiry
	Analysis

Judgement

Attention to Detail
	
	
	
	
	Professional Expertise

	Develop the ability to recognise the relevance of sociological knowledge to social, public, and civic policy
	Analysis

Judgement

Attention to Detail
	
	Initiative

Achievement Orientation
	
	
	Professional Expertise

	Demonstrate learning and study skills
	Analysis

Judgement

Attention to Detail
	Written Communication
	Listening

Questioning

Lifelong Learning and Development
	
	
	Professional Expertise

	Demonstrate written and oral communication skills in a variety of contexts and modes
	
	Written Communication
	Listening

Questioning


	
	
	

	Demonstrate statistical and other quantitative techniques
	Analysis

Judgement

Attention to Detail
	
	
	
	Process Operation
	Professional Expertise

	Demonstrate information retrieval skills in relation to primary and secondary sources of information
	
	
	
	Technical Application
	Process Operation
	Professional Expertise

	Demonstrate communication and information technology skills
	
	Written Communication
	Listening

Questioning


	Technical Application
	
	

	Demonstrate skills of time planning and management
	
	Planning and Organising
	
	
	
	

	Demonstrate group work skills
	
	Working with Others

Teamwork
	
	
	
	

	Describe and examine a range of key concepts and theoretical approaches within Sociology and evaluate their application
	Analysis

Judgement

Attention to Detail
	
	
	
	Process Operation
	Professional Expertise

	Provide an analytical account of social diversity and inequality and their effects
	Analysis

Judgement

Attention to Detail
	
	
	
	
	Professional Expertise

	Evaluate strengths and weaknesses in the use of comparison in Sociology
	Analysis

Judgement

Attention to Detail
	
	
	
	
	Professional Expertise

	Analyse the nature of social relationships between individuals, groups and social institutions
	Analysis

Judgement

Attention to Detail
	Interpersonal Sensitivity
	
	
	Organisational Sensitivity

Organisational Understanding
	Professional Expertise

	Examine the processes that underpin social change and social stability
	Analysis

Judgement

Attention to Detail
	
	
	
	
	Professional Expertise

	Examine a range of research strategies and methods and assess the appropriateness of their use.
	Analysis

Judgement

Attention to Detail
	
	Decisiveness
	
	
	Professional Expertise

	Evaluate the relationship between sociological arguments and evidence in a range of contexts
	Analysis

Judgement

Attention to Detail
	
	
	
	
	Professional Expertise

	Analyse ways in which Sociology can be distinguished from other forms of understanding
	Analysis

Judgement

Attention to Detail
	
	
	
	
	Professional Expertise

	Assess a range of perspectives and discuss the strengths of each for the understanding of events
	Analysis

Judgement

Attention to Detail
	
	
	
	
	Professional Expertise

	Draw on materials from a range of sources and demonstrate an ability to synthesise them
	Analysis

Judgement

Attention to Detail
	
	
	
	
	Professional Expertise

	Evaluate the viability of competing explanations in explaining problems and to draw appropriate conclusions
	Analysis

Judgement

Attention to Detail
	
	Decisiveness
	
	
	Professional Expertise

	Draw on evidence to evaluate competing explanations
	Analysis

Judgement

Attention to Detail
	
	
	
	
	Professional Expertise

	Formulate sociological informed questions
	Analysis

Judgement

Attention to Detail
	
	
	
	
	Professional Expertise

	Summarise and explain the findings of empirical sociological research, including a critical assessment of the methodological frameworks used
	Analysis

Judgement

Attention to Detail
	
	
	
	Process Operation
	Professional Expertise

	Select and use appropriate research tools.
	Analysis

Judgement

Attention to Detail
	
	
	
	Process Operation
	Professional Expertise

	Analyse the ethical implications of social research in a variety of applied research settings
	Analysis

Judgement

Attention to Detail
	
	
	
	
	Professional Expertise

	Gather appropriate information to answer sociologically informed questions
	Analysis

Judgement

Attention to Detail
	
	Initiative

Achievement Orientation


	
	
	Professional Expertise

	Discuss sociological topics with appreciation of theory, evidence, and relevance to current debates and to present the conclusions in a variety of appropriate sociological formats
	Analysis

Judgement

Attention to Detail
	
	Achievement Orientation
	
	
	Professional Expertise

	Identify and comment on the value of sociological work with regard to social, public and civic policy issues
	Analysis

Judgement

Attention to Detail
	
	Initiative
	
	
	Professional Expertise
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